
 

 

 

 

 

Press Clippings for the period of July 8-14, 2011 
Revue de presse pour la période du 8 au 14 juillet 2011 

 

English Media 

 

July 14 

 

Pink Slip Day arrives at Queen's Park 
 
The provincial government issued 274 public sector pink slips Thursday — the first notices in 
what the Ontario Public Service Employees Union is calling "the biggest wave of job losses in the 
Ontario Public Service since the Mike Harris era." 
 
http://www.torontosun.com/2011/07/14/pink-slip-day-arrives-at-queens-park 
 

July 13 

 

Video debate: Can unions survive? 
 
In the final instalment of four video debates moderated by James Milway, executive director of 
the Institute for Competitiveness and Prosperity, two economists face off. Watch Armine 
Yalnizyan, senior economist with the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, and Mike Moffatt, 
an economist, consultant and lecturer in the Business, Economics and Public Policy group at the 
Richard Ivey School of Business, go head to head over the future of manufacturing in Canada. 
 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/manufacturing/video-debate-
can-unions-survive/article2095192/ 
 

July 11 

 

Crunch time looms for public-sector pensions 
 
The speedy passage of the bill to end the Canada Post lockout marked the beginning of a much 
larger battle to bring burgeoning public-sector compensation costs under control. 
 

 

http://www.torontosun.com/2011/07/14/pink-slip-day-arrives-at-queens-park
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/manufacturing/video-debate-can-unions-survive/article2095192/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/manufacturing/video-debate-can-unions-survive/article2095192/


The key issue in the postal dispute was reform of Canada Post’s inflation-indexed, defined-
benefit (DB) pension plan that guarantees up to 70 per cent of earnings, starting as early as age 
55. The C.D. Howe Institute warns that the unfunded pension liability for federal workers is 
some $65-billion higher than noted in the public accounts. Across the country, financially 
strapped provincial and municipal governments face huge and growing pension liabilities as a 
wave of baby boomer workers retires. 
 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/commentary/gwyn-morgan/crunch-
time-looms-for-public-sector-pensions/article2092713/ 
 

Canada’s largest public sector union wages campaign against Harper 
government 
 
Get ready for some more labour unrest in Canada. 
 
Canada's largest public sector union, the Public Service Alliance of Canada, is vowing to initiate a 
major offensive against any plans to radically reduce its membership. 
 
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/blogs/canada-politics/canada-largest-public-sector-union-wages-
campaign-against-154155562.html 
 

Untangling Canada's data accountability deficit 
 
How can the federal government continue delivering necessary services to Canadians while 
freeing future generations from burdensome debt? This question will dominate the nation’s 
debate on next year’s budget. 
 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/untangling-canadas-data-
accountability-deficit/article2090344/ 
 

Putting justice on the agenda in Ontario vote 
 
As Ontarians begin thinking about the upcoming provincial election, the parties are largely 
emphasizing pocketbook issues rather than proposals for the justice system. 
 
http://www.lawtimesnews.com/201107118553/Commentary/Editorial-Putting-justice-on-the-
agenda-in-Ontario-vote 
 

July 9 

 

Quebec lawyers, notaries reach tentative deal 

Vote Scheduled; Agreement hailed as win-win by province 

Quebec government lawyers and notaries have reached an agreement in principle with the 

province, hoping to turn the page on a long and "traumatic" conflict. 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/commentary/gwyn-morgan/crunch-time-looms-for-public-sector-pensions/article2092713/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/commentary/gwyn-morgan/crunch-time-looms-for-public-sector-pensions/article2092713/
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/blogs/canada-politics/canada-largest-public-sector-union-wages-campaign-against-154155562.html
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/blogs/canada-politics/canada-largest-public-sector-union-wages-campaign-against-154155562.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/untangling-canadas-data-accountability-deficit/article2090344/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/untangling-canadas-data-accountability-deficit/article2090344/
http://www.lawtimesnews.com/201107118553/Commentary/Editorial-Putting-justice-on-the-agenda-in-Ontario-vote
http://www.lawtimesnews.com/201107118553/Commentary/Editorial-Putting-justice-on-the-agenda-in-Ontario-vote


In February, the government put an end to a two-week strike by 450 crown prosecutors and 

about 900 other government jurists who complained they are the lowest-paid in Canada. 

http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Quebec+lawyers+notaries+reach+tentative+deal/5076

226/story.html 

No reason to panic over smaller PS 

Employment stats give a sense of what's ahead 
 

It's one of the most closely examined items in Statistics Canada's monthly employment report, 

not least because it offers a quick snapshot of the health of government. 

The bad news is that the item in question - the size of the region's government workforce - is 

settling into an alarming trend. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/reason+panic+over+smaller/5075830/story.html 

Jobs up despite weakening government sector 
 

The National Capital Region added 2,600 new jobs in June compared to May, helping to reduce 

the jobless rate to 5.8 per cent - the best showing since November 2009. 

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/business/Jobs+despite+weakening+government+sector/507583

8/story.html 

July 8 

 

Canadians Split over Public Sector Salaries; Nearly Half Favour Cuts 
 

With the debate over how to reduce deficits a hot topic in Ottawa and in provincial a new poll 

from Abacus Data finds that Canadians are split over whether to cut public salaries and benefits 

as a means of reducing spending. 

  

Canadians were divided when asked if the pay of public employees should be cut to deal with 

federal and provincial deficits, with 47% in favour and 39% opposed to the idea.  Regionally, 

Ontarians (52%) and Quebeckers (49%) were most likely to support cuts, as were Conservative 

Party supporters (57%). 

 

http://abacusdata.ca/2011/07/07/canadians-split-over-public-sector-salaries-nearly-half-favour-

cuts/ 

 

Report: http://abacusdata.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Public-Pay-June-2011.pdf 

http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Quebec+lawyers+notaries+reach+tentative+deal/5076226/story.html
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Quebec+lawyers+notaries+reach+tentative+deal/5076226/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/reason+panic+over+smaller/5075830/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/business/Jobs+despite+weakening+government+sector/5075838/story.html
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/business/Jobs+despite+weakening+government+sector/5075838/story.html
http://abacusdata.ca/2011/07/07/canadians-split-over-public-sector-salaries-nearly-half-favour-cuts/
http://abacusdata.ca/2011/07/07/canadians-split-over-public-sector-salaries-nearly-half-favour-cuts/
http://abacusdata.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Public-Pay-June-2011.pdf


Médias francophones 
 

13 Juillet 

 

La gestion au bureau du Directeur des poursuites du Québec jugée déficiente 

 
Le manque d'efficacité du bureau du Directeur des poursuites criminelles et pénales obligera 
Québec à revoir l'organisation de cette instance agissant comme «poursuivant public», a appris 
Le Soleil de source gouvernementale. 
 
http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-soleil/actualites/politique/201107/13/01-4417372-la-gestion-au-
bureau-du-directeur-des-poursuites-du-quebec-jugee-deficiente.php 
 

9 Juillet 

 
Les juristes règlent, les procureurs piétinent 
Les ponts sont presque rompus entre Québec et l’Association des procureurs aux 
poursuites criminelles et pénales 
 

Depuis l’adoption de la loi spéciale qui a mis fin, le 22 février, à la première grève des procureurs 

de l’histoire, une seule rencontre de négociations a eu lieu ce printemps avec le Conseil du 

trésor. 

  

Québec — Les quelque 900 juristes de l’État ont beau avoir conclu hier une entente de principe 

avec le gouvernement Charest, le différend avec les 450 procureurs de la Couronne semble, lui, 

loin d’être réglé. Il s’envenime même. 

 
http://presidentaje.wordpress.com/ 
 

Moins de services et plus de tickets modérateurs 
Le gouvernement conservateur est obligé de sabrer dans les programmes et services 

gouvernementaux parce qu'il a mal géré le budget avant même le début de la récession. 

 

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-droit/actualites/fonction-publique/201107/08/01-4416400-

moins-de-services-et-plus-de-tickets-moderateurs.php 

 

8 Juillet 

 

Québec s'entend avec ses juristes, les procureurs attendent encore 
 

Après leur avoir imposé une loi spéciale cet hiver, le gouvernement Charest s'est finalement 

entendu avec les juristes de l'État. 

 

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-soleil/actualites/politique/201107/13/01-4417372-la-gestion-au-bureau-du-directeur-des-poursuites-du-quebec-jugee-deficiente.php
http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-soleil/actualites/politique/201107/13/01-4417372-la-gestion-au-bureau-du-directeur-des-poursuites-du-quebec-jugee-deficiente.php
http://presidentaje.wordpress.com/
http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-droit/actualites/fonction-publique/201107/08/01-4416400-moins-de-services-et-plus-de-tickets-moderateurs.php
http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-droit/actualites/fonction-publique/201107/08/01-4416400-moins-de-services-et-plus-de-tickets-moderateurs.php


«L'entente de principe nous satisfait, nous la recommanderons», lance Marc Lajoie, président de 

l'Associations des juristes de l'État. Il attend de la présenter lundi à ses quelque 900 membres 

avant d'en dévoiler le contenu. Le vote aura lieu mercredi et jeudi prochain. 

 

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/actualites/quebec-canada/justice-et-faits-divers/201107/08/01-

4416188-quebec-sentend-avec-ses-juristes-les-procureurs-attendent-

encore.php?utm_categorieinterne=trafficdrivers&utm_contenuinterne=cyberpresse_B4_manch

ettes_231_accueil_POS1 

 

Entente de principe entre les 900 juristes de l'État et Québec 
 

Les avocats et notaires du gouvernement du Québec tournent la page sur un conflit 

«traumatisant»: ils viennent de s'entendre avec leur employeur, au terme de négociations 

difficiles. 

 

Leur association a convenu, jeudi, d'une entente de principe dont les termes ne seront dévoilés 

que lorsque les 900 membres auront pu se prononcer, la semaine prochaine. 

 

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/le-soleil/actualites/justice-et-faits-divers/201107/08/01-4416273-

entente-de-principe-entre-les-900-juristes-de-letat-et-quebec.php 

 
Entente entre les juristes et Québec 
 

Après le retour forcé au travail, le 22 février dernier, de quelque 900 avocats et notaires du 

gouvernement du Québec, une entente de principe a été adoptée, jeudi, et elle sera présentée 

aux membres la semaine prochaine.  

 

« Je suis très confiant que cette entente soit entérinée par nos membres puisque après avoir fait 

des efforts importants de part et d’autre, je crois que nous sortons tous gagnants de ces longues 

négociations », a mentionné, hier après-midi, Me Marc Lajoie, président de l’Association des 

juristes de l’État. 

 

http://lejournaldequebec.canoe.ca/actualites/quebec/archives/2011/07/20110708-184734.html 

 

Ottawa a presque le feu vert des Canadiens 
 
Une quasi-majorité de Canadiens ne perdraient pas le sommeil si le président du Conseil du 

Trésor, Tony Clement, réduisait les salaires et les avantages sociaux des employés du secteur 

public afin de résorber le déficit, selon un nouveau sondage. 

 
http://www.canoe.com/cgi-bin/imprimer.cgi?id=960712 
 
Rapport : http://abacusdata.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Public-Pay-June-2011.pdf 
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